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Welcome to our exhibition
L&Q and Mount Anvil are pleased to host this public consultation to exhibit our updated plans for our Whitechapel Central site.
We are excited that the construction of the first Phase of the scheme is now well underway, having gained planning permission
from Tower Hamlets in the summer of 2019. When complete, it will deliver new homes and jobs within three new buildings, new
landscaped public open space, playspace and gardens.
There is an opportunity to revise our plans to increase the number of homes, including the number of affordable homes, as well
as providing an increase in affordable workspace, playspace and improvements to the landscaping to increase biodiversity and an
opportunity for appreciation of the sites history.
These changes will increase the benefits of our scheme whilst building upon the approved design, appearance and quality.
Following feedback from the council, we have also made a few key changes to the proposals, including an increase in disabled car
parking and an overall reduction in car parking provision.
Members of the development team are on hand to answer any questions you may have.

The Team
L&Q

Mount Anvil

L&Q is committed to tackling the housing crisis and our vision
is that everyone should have a quality home they can afford.

We’re Mount Anvil: a central London, mixed-use developer.
We’ve spent nearly 30 years working with our partners to create
outstanding places where people can thrive.

Quality is just as important as quantity - its crucial that we design
and build good quality homes that fit the local character of an
area. We have a successful track record of building quality homes
and creating sustainable communities stretching back over 50
years.
We are anchored by our social roots and are a long-term partner
in the neighbourhoods where we work.

With over 5,500 homes delivered to-date, we’ve a proven track
record of delivering high quality homes. But don’t just take our
word for it, our awards speak for themselves!
As a business, we are values-led: we work collaboratively, we
raise the bar, we do the right thing. Our vision is to leave a
legacy in the communities that we’re building - creating places
that our residents and partners feel proud to call home.
We are committed to providing job opportunities for the local
community and have created more than 300 jobs for local people
across our London sites.
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Approved Scheme
In 2019, planning permission was granted for the comprehensive redevelopment of the former Safestore self-storage warehouse
to open the site to the public and enable delivery of a vibrant new place to live, work and enjoy, creating a positve legacy in the
heart of Whitechapel.

Scheme Summary
The approved plans for Whitechapel Central, which are currently being constructed, includes the delivery of:
648 new homes
32% affordable homes
45% rented family homes (three or more bedrooms)
38,653sqft of employment space of which 10% is affordable workspace
High quality public realm for use by residents and public, providing 1 acre
of soft and hard lanscaping to provide social and play spaces.
Improved connectivity by the creation of new public realm and northsouth-east routes connecting Raven Row, Sidney Street and Stepney Way.
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Approved (2019) Masterplan
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Proposed changes to the scheme
L&Q and Mount Anvil have looked again at the scheme to see how we can improve the mix of homes and maximise the benefits
for residents through additional play and affordable work space, biodiverse landscaping and interpretations of the sites history,
while also crucially increasing the number of homes being built in Whitechapel. This will further help meet Tower Hamlets and
London’s housing need.

These amended proposals will now deliver:
56 additional new homes in addition to the approved 648 homes
A further 25 affordable dwellings, increasing the overall provision to 35%
Additional c.250 sqm of office space - doubling the amount of affordable workspace on the site to 20%
Increased disabled parking
Expansion of proposed play space
Increase to and improved biodiverse landscaping on the site once completed
Improving air quality by reducing cars on site by 53% and increasing cycling provision
Enhancements to the public realm with incorporation of archaeological discoveries on the site, which will see historic
artefacts referenced in the new landscaping.

A

B

C

Proposed Masterplan
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Scheme Layout
We are proposing to make a number of positive changes to the approved scheme, to continue to increase the existing benefits of
the development.
We are making amendments to Block A and Block C, while Block B is progressing well in the construction process. The changes
to Blocks A and C are outlined below:

Block A
• Overall approved design, appearance and quality
retained.
• 24 new homes provided by an additional 2 floors to
Block A1, facing into the site and set back from the
main building line; an additional 1 floor to Block A2 and
amendments to the mix of market homes.
• Biodiverse rooftop landscaping improved and relocated
from Block A1 to Block A3, fronting Raven Row.
• Balconies redesigned to respond to recent fire regulation
updates.

Block C
• Overall approved design, appearance and quality
retained.
• 32 new homes provided by an additional 2 floors to Block
C1, improving the slender appearance of this building; an
additional floor to Block C2 and an additional 2 floors to
Block C3 set back from the main building line.
• Additional floor of c.250 sqm of new office floorspace
fronting the new public realm and increasing the overall
provision of affordable workspace to 20%.
• Balconies redesigned to respond to recent fire regulation
updates.
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Architecture & Design Quality
Our proposed amendments retain the architectural language of the approved scheme which has adopted high quality and robust
materials that will ensure a lasting legacy.

CGI of Approved Development

CGI of Proposed Development

Approved materials

Lower buildings in robust brickwork and details reference the character of brick
buildings within the local area.
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Taller buildings in glass and aluminium reflect the
emerging context of the Whitechapel Masterplan area.

Landscape
The landscape at Whitechapel Central
will be an integral part of creating a place
for the community to grow by allowing
for public amenity space and play areas
which the residents and public can enjoy
together.
The new public realm includes planting
large areas of lawn, plants and trees,
that will soften this bustling urban
part of Whitechapel, creating peaceful
gardens in the centre of London. These
tasteful pocket gardens will not only be
aesthetically pleasing for residents and
local business people, but will also make a
positive impact on the local environment.
The landscape proposal for the development
includes:
• Retail terrace with garden area
• Boundary buffer planting
• Trees with seating with potential features such
as table tennis
• Secondary footpaths giving access to homes
with planting as a buffer
• Emergency vehicle access
• Cobbled defensible strip to buffer the
commercial space.
• Integrated play spaces within the public realm.

The key change to landscaping is the increase in provision of play space. The revised play strategy follows the principles of the
previous scheme whilst also responding to the latest guidance from the Greater London Authority and Tower Hamlets.
• We propose to increase the play space by 390m²
• This will result in a gross 2,100m² of play space, up from the approved 1,710m²

Archaeology
There have been a number of archaeological findings on the site that we are working with specialists and Historic England to
sensitively interpret within the new landscaping and public realm. We are proposing to incorporate a section of Medieval stone
wall found within the site; demarcate the curvature of a Prehistoric Settlement Boundary within the southern area of the public
realm; along with bronze interpretation boards displaying content that reflects the findings and history from the site.
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Continued Engagement
In April 2018, our new skills hub Futures Foundry opened on the site, working with the LBTH Skills and Enterprise team to get
more people through the door to construction. They’ll engage with the next generation of talent for the construction industry, as
well as create a centre for the local community.
Prior to construction commencing, we oversaw:
• 392 people completing vocational and personal development training courses.
• 300 students from primary school age and up, attending construction activity days.
• 6 bespoke introduction to construction training sessions – week long training for local residents – in partnership with other
developers in Tower Hamlets.
• 64 job seekers have attended construction focused employability sessions, several of whom are now in employment.
• 94 residents have met with our Community Engagement Coordinator at our Monday coffee mornings.
• In partnership with Tower Hamlets, Bouygues and Women into Construction we ran a week-long Skills and Inspiration Programme
for women wishing to enter the industry, providing training as well as knowledge sharing sessions through master classes run by
volunteers from Mount Anvil and Bouygues.
• 22 residents currently working on site
• 3 local apprentices currently working on site.

What we’re already doing

London Design & Engineering UTC visit to site

Primary School visit - December 2019

School visit to our Whitechapel site

Construction update
Mount Anvil are already on site and advancing construction works of Blocks A and B. Below are details of what we have undertaken
and what is upcoming:
• Block B – Cores B1 & B3 Concrete Structure is now complete and works have commenced on installing facades and windows
with internal plumbing and electrics also taking place.
• Block B – Cores B2 & B4 Concrete Structure is due to be complete by end of March 2020 with Scaffolding ongoing for next 2
months.
• Block A1 – Concrete Structure now complete with scaffolding being erected which allows facades and windows to be installed.
• Block A2 - (Tower) Concrete Structure now at Level 5/6 with the core at level 8. The façade will commence in April 2020
• Block A3 – Concrete Structure will be complete by end of March 2020 which allows façade and windows to be installed.
• Ongoing works to the scaffold sheeting over the next few weeks on all blocks facing Sidney Street, Raven Row and Stepney Way
which will help reduce the impacts of any site works whilst brickwork takes place.
A Construction Management Plan, which sets out in detail how we intend to manage construction activities on the site, has been
approved by London Borough of Tower Hamlets. A copy of this document will be available to view on our community website.

Start on site

Superstructure
start

Facade start

Internal fit-out
start

Q2 2019

Q4 2019

Q2 2020

Q2 2020

Photographs of current construction works on site
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Residents move in Residents move in Residents move in
to Block A
Block B
Block C

Q4 2021

Q2 2021

Q3 2023

Summary
The delivery of 704 much-needed new homes
Including 184 affordable homes, making the scheme 35% affordable (increasing the percentage from the consented scheme)
45% family rented homes (three bedrooms or more)
Doubling the provision of affordable office space to c.250 sqm of office space, making 20% on site affordable
Providing more roof top amenity space for residents, with exercise and leisure facilities to encourage more healthy lifestyles.
Expansion of proposed play space to 2,100m²
Increase in disability parking spaces
Archaeological artefacts discovered on the site integrated and referenced within the new landscaping.
Increased and improved biodiversity on site

Next steps
We have now submitted a new planning application to London Borough of Tower Hamlets which is awaiting validation. The Council
will soon be consulting local residents and businesses separately, offering you the opportunity to comment on our proposals.
If you would like to be kept informed of this development, please speak to one of the members of the team or get in touch through
the contact details below.

Planning
Application
Submission

Council’s
Statutory
Consultation

Target Planning
Decision

Implement Works

Completion of
Block A

Completion of
Block B

Completion of
Block C

Q1 2020

Q2 2020

Q3 2020

Q1 2021

Q4 2021

Q2 2021

Q3 2023

HAVE YOUR SAY!
Please let us know your thoughts on the changes by
filling out a comment card and put it in the box provided,
or use any of the contact methods on the right to get in
touch with us.
If you have any questions or would like more information
on the project or the team, please do not hesitate to
contact us.
The Council will also soon be consulting local residents
and businesses separately, offering you the opportunity
to comment on our proposals.
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